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December 18, 1903 



PORTO RICO. 

Quarantine transactions — Vital statistics. 

Chief Quarantine Officer King reports as follows, December 7: 

San Juan. —Number of vessels inspected, 20; bills of health issued, 
24; vessels held in quarantine, 4; vessels disinfected, 0; pieces of 
baggage disinfected, 0; persons detained in quarantine for observation, 
7; persons vaccinated, 0. 

On the 4th and 18th the American steamers Caracas and Philadelphia, 
respectively, arrived from Venezuelan ports via Curacao. Both of 
these vessels remained in port for only a few hours to take cargo and 
passengers for New York. During their stay here they were placed 
in quarantine under guard. Neither steamer carried passengers for 
Porto Rico requiring detention in quarantine. 

The Venezuelan yacht Atalanta arrived from Venezuelan ports on 
the 18th. This vessel was bound north to New York for repairs and 
remained in this port for several days taking on coal, during which 
time she was anchored in quarantine and guards placed on board. 

The Spanish steamship Leon XIII entered on the 23d from Habana, 
via Limon, Colon, Sabanilla, Puerto Cabello, La Guaira, and Curacao, 
having touched at Ponce, P. R. Of the 10 passengers for San Juan 
carried by this steamer 7 were considered nonimmunes and were 
transferred to the quarantine station for observation and detention. 
One of these passengers was transshipped upon the following day on 
a vessel bound for Habana, the 6 remaining passengers being held the 
usual five days. 

Vital statistics of the city of San Juan are herein inclosed. 

The following is a summary of the inspection work done at the sev- 
eral subports of the island: 

Vessels inspected at Mayaguez, 15 ; Arecibo, 5; Humacao, 4; Agua- 
dilla, 5; Fajardo, 1; Arroyo, none. 

Mortuary reports from the subports are as follows: Mayaguez, 91; 
Arecibo, 100; Humacao, 34; Aguadilla, 33; Fajardo, 27; Arroyo, 19. 

It is of interest to note in connection with the causes of death, as 
reported from the subports, that of the 91 occurring at Mayaguez, 25 
are ascribed to ansemia, and the same disease is credited with having 
caused 37 of the 100 deaths at Arecibo, 16 of the 34 at Humacao, 6 of 
the 27 at Fajardo, 4 of the 33 at Aguadilla, and 2 of the 19 at Arroyo; 
or in other words, of the 304 deaths reported from the 6 subports, 
anaemia caused 90, a percentage of 29.6. 

Vital statistics of the city of San Juan, Porto Rico, for the month of November, 1903. 



Diphtheria 1 

Enteric fever 2 

Malarial fever 1 

Malarial fever, pernicious 1 

Tetanus, acute 1 

Tubercle of lungs 10 

Leprosy, tubercular 1 

Syphilis, congenital 1 

Cancer of penis 1 

Cancer of uterus 2 

Anaemia 2 

Old age 2 

Meningitis (2 tubercular) 3 

Tabes dorsalis 1 

Encephalitis 1 

Congestion of brain 1 

Apoplexy 1 

Endocarditis 1 

Aortic insufficiency 2 

Cardiac lesion '. 1 



Aortitis 1 

Bronchitis, capillary 1 

Broncho-pneumonia 4 

Gastro-enteritis, chronic 7 

Entero-colitis, chronic 3 

Peritonitis, acute 2 

Nephritis 1 



Post partum hemorrhage. 

Traumatic shock 

Malnutrition 

Still born 



Total 71 

November, 1903: 

Deaths 71 

Births 92 

November, 1902: 

Deaths 70 

Births 83 



